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A CHRISTMAS MESSACE. 

Hy Eluino UuoJnte. 

' Burn. Christmas lights, burn chaste and clear, 
Blaze out against the stormy sky 
From windows warm with Christmas cheer, 
And rosy tapers flaming high. 

Alt sparkling, glowing greetings sand 
From lip of love and heart of friend, 

And bear to those who grieve alone 
Glad tidings; send to every one. 

Ring, Christmas bells; peel loud and deep; 

Ring out a merry Christmas chime* 

Till wearied eyes forbear to weep. 

And hard hearts glow with love Divine. 

In rippling music die away 

With ringing laughter glad and gay, 

Till rich and full the dark night swells 
With Christmas lights and Christmas bells. 


llADDONFlEl/D. X. J„ Fludav, Dbcemiieu 21, 1<S8?. 
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A brother of Horace Greeley, of New York jour¬ 
nalistic fame, is said to be still living a few miles 
from Corryq l\i., and occupies an old-fashioned, 
weather beaten frame house ; is 80 years old; lias 
lived on the farm for about 00 years, and is still 
hale and hearty, and good natured. lie is a bach¬ 
elor and leads a lonely life, his company consisting 
mostly of his poultry and pigs. Horace tried to 
4 * make something” of Lim In bringing him to New 
York, and installing him as a traveling agent; then 
subsequently gave him a place on his editorial 
staff, and ottered him various other positions. But 
he was not happy, and went back to Ins farm, a 
disappointed man, saying, “ 1 wasn’t fit to till any 
place I would accept; so I came home. I preferred 
to be a king among hogs than a hog among kings!” 
He is said to be a strong Prohibitionist, and yet 
he once‘‘tilled up” with whiskey to cure a felon! 
mid was put to bed unconscious, and the nex> day 
thought he was going to “ turn up his toes.” but 
the felon w*rs cured,he says, “and if 1 ever have an¬ 
other, m do tbe same tiling over again, it'l have to 
drink a barrel!” [Curious remedy tor a felon. We 
hope there'll be no serious outbreak ot the disease.] 

Two young people of Rowlelts, Ivy., were engaged to 
be married.and were out walking when he asked her to 
name the dav for their wedding. She replied, >\hen y-m 
lake your last drink of liquor. He then said he had done 
and drawing a revolver sent a bullet crashing into 
his brain. She fell in a. swoon, and when she revived, 
her reason was gone-. If she ever recovers, ot w ‘icii 
4here seemed to be some doubt,she maybe thank!u Joi 
her escape, for if his love of rum was stronger than love 
lor her. what would the end be it she had married loin. 

There has been some dissatisfaction expressed in some 
quariers because of the “gobbling up «>l so many ot 
t-ur wealthy and handsome American girls by linpecii- 
Jieous, but aristocratie and tilled ioreigneis- 


0r.» Maids.— A thoughtful writer calls attention 
to the growing willingness of women.to go through 
life unmarried. Once it was considered a bad thing 
to be an old maid, and light-minded people made 
fun of them. Now it is different. Some of the bright¬ 
est and prettiest women become so much interested 
in the serious wnrk of life that they regard hus¬ 
bands as altogether unnecessary inconveniences. 
They are satisfied [are they ?—-Ed. R.] with the 
state of single blessedness, and appear to be just 
as happy and useful as their married sisters. It is 
all right. If a woman remains single it is her own 
affair, and outsiders need not concern themselves 
about it. As a rule, an old maid is an intellectual 
and interesting woman. _ Atlanta Constant kit. 


A man, a German,had an ailment, and the doctor, m 
prescribing for him, among other things, told him to 
take a walk on an empty stomach. But not under¬ 
standing this iHirt of the direction, he got no better from 
taking the medicine. The next time the doctor called, 
he found his patient in a high temper. “ 1 vas so sics: 
ash ever all night. Now, doctor, l don’t vant no tarn 
voo.ishness mit me ; I tell you dot right avay,” said he. 
“ But lam not fooling you.'’ replied the doctor. “ Have 
you not taken the medicine ?’ 7 “Yes, but it v.is no 
potter ash vater.” “ But have you taken a walk on an 
empty stomach, as I told you ?’• “ There, by tarn,” ex¬ 
claimed tlm irate Dutchman, " there ish vere ter foolins 
conies in. Whose sthomach must I valk on ?” 


A good white cement- for broken china is a very thick 
solution of gum arabic, dissolved in water, stirred in 
with plaster of Baris until the mixture becomes a sticky 
paste. Apply with a brush to the broken edges, slick 
them together, and in three days the article cannot be 
broken in the same place. So said. 

One Scotchman eomplained to another that he had 
j got a ringing in his bead. “ Do you ken the reason o' 
j that ?” asked his crony. “No,” said lie. "I'll tell 
you,” said the other; “ it’s because it's empty.” “And 
• liaV ye never a ringing in your head ?” quoth the other. 
" No, never.” “ And do ye ken the reason ? 111 tell 

i you. Because it’s cracked.” 


Mary R. Tyler (nee Sawyer,) who became historic, 
together with her little lamb, ami who is still living at 
Somerville, Mass., at the age of 82 years, has furnished 
“ American Notes and Queries” with an authentic ac¬ 
count of how the familiar verses came to be written. 


The Prince of "’ales is reported to have had his ner¬ 
vous system so much shutervd by excessive suiokiug 
that he is no longer a good marksman. 

A woman, 28 years old. in Chicago, has become era/.v 
front smoking cigarettes, and sent to an asylum a Mi s >. 
Walters; and the doctors think she will never recover. 

•\jui now it seems the Pope has got journalism on the 
brain, and is said to he about starting a penny paper. 

1 Y r H is a pleasure to have a nice, good, black 
1 _A‘ IV* Ink lo write with, with any kind oJ pen. 
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The following may not be considered as a very high 
class of poetry, but as it came to us lor the " Basket,’ and 
its >e.itimeuts suitable to the season, we give it a place. 


j The Haddonfield Public School held a Fair in Arm¬ 
ory llall four evenings of last week, closing up on Sat. 
unlay evening witfi a public sale of articles not otherwise 
disposed of. There were numerousspecimeusof writing, 
drawings, models in clay, etc., by the scholars-—some of 
which showed much ingenuity. There were several 
tables with fancy articles made and contributed mostly 
bv the children: also, tables for cakes, confectionery, 
ice cream, etc. It was well patronized, and realize-! 
about slid, io go towards the purchase of a piano, for the 
use of hue school. Mr. Y'annes-s the Principal, seems 
to take a deep interest in the culture of the scholars. 


CHRISTMAS is near. 
Toe time for good c-eer, 
For friend to meet friend. 
And kind words extend; 

A time to “ make up,” 

If cross we have been, 
"With each other sup, 

Aud no more to sin ; 

To bury the hate set, 

And pleasantly nicer. 

Any foes we may have. 
And kindly them greet; 


A time to show kindness 
To friend and to foe, 

As Jesus, tlie Saviour, 
Hid, long tune ago. 

Still lie gives ble sings 
Without any restraint— 
(.fives them most freely 
To sinner and saint. 

A time to make happy 
The grateful receiver 
Of tokens of kindness 
As well as me giver. 


Christmas is a sen sou when most people try to be hap¬ 
py, and greet each oilier pleasantly—especially is it a 
joyous time to the younger people and chi.dren. Yet, 
perhaps, most of 11mse who observe it really give but 
little thought as to the cause of this general rejoicing, 
and that lis ostensible ucsigu is io commemorate the 
birth of Him who came m bring “ giad tidings ’ to 
earth, and good will and jwuee U» mankind. 

It is a tune also when there is a disposition to be a 
little extravagant in making and receiving piesenU. 
< me presents somethiug line and costiy to ji friend, then 
this friend feels under obligation to return the favor at 
a cost, perhaps, that is burdensome. The mint judi¬ 
cious way. we think, is simply to give some time token 
<>f remembrance, which, m uioA ca^es, would be more 
satisfactory than any thing of a more expensive nature. 
Bui, of course, where means are i.lmmhml. this i\s.ric- 
yion need net apply. In some cases, at this season, a 
\ (- acceptable and useful present may be made by the 
more wealthy to assist the receiver, who may need it, 
but wouid 1<* unable to obtain it for want of means. 


We have received the first annual Report of the TJad- 
dou Atlionauaiiand Free Reading Room -Association, hv 
by whi -li it appears that there are abom .-bu volumes in 
t he Library. . v cntalogue of the hooks accompanies tin* 
report. The rece.pbs were $470 Ti, and tuc expemli- 
tmes $407 7J. Besides the Lib.ary of hooks, quae a 
large number ot the popular magazines and newspapers 
are on the tables for the use of niciubers ai.d visitors. 
A person may become a men her by paying $‘2 initia¬ 
tion lee ami annual dues of si. or a subscriber by the 
payment of $1 a year. $3h eonstiudes a life memuv. 


Caidaift -—Crider this head (which is explained to 
mean a poem set to music.) there will bo given an en¬ 
tertainment in the Methodist church on Wednesday 
< voiing. lice. go. consisting of singing, rcseitaiions, etc. 
whilst waiting for ilie coming of Sal a Claus, and also 
after his urnvaj. It will, no doubt, be very enjoyable. 
;h ice of admission go cents, Proceeds lor a new organ 
for the yuml..y School and Song Scivice. 


The Baptist Sunday SMieo 1 is to have a Ch.iistmas 
celebration on Saturday evening, Bee. ghth. 


Written lbr the Basket. 

Tlie Women's Christian Temperance Union is still 
press.ng on its way. ' k Tlie Ford of hosts is with us; tli»; 
Cod of Jacob is our refuge.” We meet every Tuesday af- 
tenioon at b o'clock, in Wilkins* Hall, on Main st., ami 
never meet without a b,easing. Every new face encour¬ 
ages the veterans. Let the young ladies come in with all 
the charms attendant upon consecrated youth, and they 
will be blessed and be a blessing. Some of these connect¬ 
ed with us are doing nobly in tlie Mission Band. I do not 
know where I was so blessed as in going in there on Sat¬ 
urday lasl. It is held at the Baptist Cluipel rooms. Conic 
ami. see. Also, the Temp’nce Band of Hope, on the alter¬ 
nate Saturdays, at the same places. Let all the hoys and 
girls be sure to be there. It is a grand work in our town. 

Haddouheld, A. J., Lee., ’*8. E. 8. W. 

Before another “Basket” is issued. Christmas ami 
Yew Year’s day will have come and gone, and so now 
we wisn all our subscribers, and everybody else who be¬ 
have themseives and do right, a joyous Christinas and 
a happy i\ew Year, and all the year. 

The Haddonfield Baptist 8. 8. scholars have voted rim 
money usually set apart for providing a Christmas festi¬ 
val for them, to be used in giving an entertainment ami 
treat for the Camden Home for Friendless Children. 

Among the patents granted to residents ot New Jer¬ 
sey, recently, we notice one to W. 1L Myers, of lJuddon- 
liekl.fora fire-kindler. He should adv. it in the Basket. 

Win. S. Capmi, contractor and builder, of lladdon- 
field, sends out a large card, with a beautiful wreath of 
flowers, in the centre of which is a Calendar for issu. 

The Thomas W. Price Co., cards, paper and envel¬ 
opes, Philadelphia, also sends a nice card with Calendar. 

An Esquimaux woman lectured at the Baptist Ch'ch 
on Saturday evening last. Proceeds fora Mission fund. 

The branch of Friends called Jlieksiies, held their 
Quarterly Meeting in Haddoidield last Thursday week. 

President Harrison elect, it is said, will make no 
pio.nise.s as to whom he will put in olliee. The inter¬ 
viewers don't have much success with him, and he is re¬ 
ported to have said of himself that lie had “big ears aud 
a little mmuli,” and m judiciously talks sparingly. 

That was a terrible affair in Birmingham, Ala. where 
the sheriff ordered his assistants to lire upon a mob that 
was llmatoning to break into the jail ; but he was pul 
there to maintain the laws, and what else could he do*' 
A number ol men were killed, and more wounded. 

A clerk in the Washington ( ity post olliee has been 
arrested for opening letters, and ‘'attributes hisdown- 
h* 11 to dancing whilst another man. who had been ar¬ 
rested for obtaining goods on false pretences, swore he 
had lost his properly at “playing poker.” Cards? 

Heap on more wood, the wind is chill; 

But let it whistle as li will ; 

\S e ll keep the merry Christmas still. 


